AVINU MALKEINU:

No prayer so thoroughly captures the Jewish people’s dual relationship with G-d as Avinu Malkeinu, “Our
Father, Our King.”

The formula of the prayer, which has been expanded throughout the centuries to include a total of 44
verses, is based on the prayer that Rabbi Akiva, one of the greatest Talmudic sages, recited during a drought.

After the community’s prayers had brought no relief, Rabbi Akiva went forward and called out to G-d,
“Our Father, Our King, we have no king but You. Our Father, Our King, for Your sake have mercy upon
us!” The rains immediately began to fall.

By addressing G-d as both our father and our king, we are directing our prayers through two different avenues.

From a father, one expects mercy, love and forgiveness. A father looks at his child and sees only that child,
that special individual, his own flesh and blood, and instinctively feels mercy for the child. Certainly we
wish to address our petitions to G-d’s aspect of mercy on the Day of Judgement.

On the other hand, a King controls the fate of his subjects. His rule is with judgement and justice, and we
must also address our prayers to this aspect of G-d during Rosh Hashanah and the ten days that follow
(through Yom Kippur). After all, this is the time that G-d sits with His books of judgement open before Him.

By referring to G-d as our King, we are reminding ourselves that while He loves us as a father, we must
also be in awe of His greatness.

As mentioned, there are now 44 petitions in the full Avinu Malkeinu prayer. The majority of the verses are
recited silently. Verses 15-24 and the final verse, however, are generally said out loud and responsively, with the
final verse in song. As we look at those verses, notice also that all of the prayers are written in the pl

LEADER--Recite Verses 15-24 of Avinu Malkeinu aloud (responsively) and rogether. If there is times ifferent
participants reflect on what the verses mean to them. The final verse should be sung.
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